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Title: Adoption (DD-22)
Purpose: To instruct the hearers of what the bible says about the experiential blessing of adoption.

Introduction
1.
It is not experience that is the criterion of truth; it is truth is the criterion of experience. This was something that the Puritans were particularly concern about, and therefore, they put great emphasizes upon a biblical understanding of “Experiential Christianity” or “The Experiential Blessings of Salvation”.

2.
In our previous studies, we have already considered four of the experiential blessings of salvation – 1) God’s Call 2) Regeneration 3) Conversion 4) Justification. Now we move to the fifth …

V.
ADOPTION
· In dealing with this subject, let me begin with…
A.
The Biblical Concept of Adoption  
(In order to get a feel of the biblical concept of adoption, we must distinguish between the different kinds of Father-and-Son relationship in the Bible.)

1.
The Trinitarian Father-and-Son Relationship
a. This kind of relationship exclusively belongs to the Father and the Son in the glorious mystery of the Trinity.

b. Note the careful distinction Jesus makes between His and our relationship with God - John 20:17 (READ).

c. Note also that how the Jews understood Jesus’ claim – John 5:18 (READ).
d. And this distinction is vital because there is a tendency today among “third wavers” to regard our relationship with God as almost exactly the same as Jesus’ relationship with God. Some say that just as Jesus was the son of God so are we also. But this is heresy. 
2.
The Creative Father-and-Son Relationship
a.
This was true of God’s direct creative work of the 1st and 2nd Adam. Lk 3:38 (READ) Adam was made directly by God, without a biological parent. This is also true of Jesus with respect to His incarnation – Lk 1:35 (READ).

b.
This is also true of God’s mediated creative work of all human beings. All of us were created by God in our mothers’ wombs (Ps 139:13-14). And therefore, in real sense all of us are God’s offspring- Acts 17:28 (READ). Because we were all created by God and are, whether we realize it or not, utterly dependable upon God, there is a sense in which it can be said that we are all God’s offspring.
c.
However, this relationship of all human beings with God is only mentioned once in the NT. It is not the Father-and-Son relationship that is repeatedly emphasized in the Bible. 

3.
The Theocratic Father-and-Son Relationship
a.
This is the relationship God had with the people of Israel whom he redeemed from bondage in Egypt and made into a nation. Under the Old Covenant, the people of Israel were God’s adoption sons.
b.
Exo 4:22-23; Deu 14:1-2; Rom  9:3-5 (READ) 

c.
However, although this father-and-son relationship gave the Israelites privileges other people did not enjoy, and yet, it was only preparatory to and in anticipation of the adoption of true believers into God’s family under the New Covenant.
4.
The Salvific Father-and-Son Relationship

a.
This is the kind of Father-and-Son Relationship that we are particularly concern about. The key reference to this relationship is John 1:11-13 (READ). 
b.
The Sonship that the Jews enjoyed is distinct from the sonship John here is talking about. In 1:11, John describes the Jewish people as “his (Christ’s) own”. This is clearly a reference to the special covenant status that Israel enjoyed, which is frequently described n terms of sonship in the OT. In 1:12 however, sonship is restricted to those who “received Him (Christ)… even to those who believe in His name”. Therefore, the kind of sonship those who receive Christ enjoy is clearly distinct from the sonship that the Jews enjoyed under the OC. 
c.
Moreover, note the two dimension of redemptive sonship described here in 1:12-13 (READ). 1:12 focus upon adoption, where those who believe Christ are given the legal right to become God’s children. While 1:13 focuses upon regeneration (or being born of God) through which we share in the divine nature. So adoption and regeneration are distinct and yet there are inseparably and yet they are inseparably related; they are the two dimensions of redemptive sonship.
d.
Furthermore, in the tenses used here, there is a logical order that is suggested. The phrase “who believe in His (Christ’s) name” is present indicative. However, those who believe are further described as those “who were born” which is an aorist indicative. So suggested here is that being born of God goes before believing and receiving the legal right to become Children of God. IOW, what happens first is that we are born of God, and then we believe in Christ or we receive Him; and then when we receive and believe Him, then we are adopted into God’s family. 
e.
Then the final stage of this adoption is at the resurrection - Rom 8:23 (READ). This does not mean that only at the resurrection will Christians be adopted as sons for earlier Paul asserts that Christians are already God’s adopted sons – 8:15-16 (READ). However, the final stage of adoption will only be reality in the day of resurrection – after the Christian has been fully sanctified and his/her body glorified.
Trans:
Now having considered the biblical concept of adoption, we must turn to consider…
II.
THE PRIVILEGES OF ADOPTION
· What are the privileges of adoption? What are the privileges of being a son or daughter of God, the Almighty? We can summarize the biblical teaching under four basic headings.
A. The Spirit of Adoption
1.
Gal 4:3-6 (READ) – “because you are sons” present indicative “has sent forth” aorist indicative. 
a.
Clearly indicated here is that the sending of the Holy Spirit is a result or consequence of being a son or daughter of God. The idea that some have been adopted and have not yet received the Spirit is simply outrageous. 
b.
Furthermore, this Spirit of adoption is what enables us to feel a filial affection for God.

c.
Moreover, this sending of the Holy Spirit must not be confused with regeneration. Regeneration logically comes before repentance and faith, but this comes as a consequence of adoption.  
2.
Rom 8:15-16 (READ). 

a.
The Holy Spirit here is called the Spirit of adoption, because as clear from Gal 4, He is given to us as a consequence and as one of the privileges of adoption. 
b.
And this Spirit of adoption that we who are Christians have all received is the one who works a filial affection and confidence that indeed God is our Father. 

3.
Eph 1:13-14 (READ).
a.
Here the terminology is different, but Paul here is clearly talking about the same reality we have considered earlier. It is when we believe in the message of the gospel that we are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise – “having believe” aorist particle “you were sealed” aorist particle. 

b.
Therefore, the idea propounded by some that it is possible to believe and yet not be sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise is just preposterous. 


 B.
The Special Protection and Provision of God
1.
Mat 10:29-31 (READ).

a.
Here Christ is encouraging His disciples not to fear the opposition of men as they do the will of God, their heavenly Father. And one of the ways Christ does that is by arguing with them from the lesser to the greater. If God’s control of providence is so pervasive that it includes even the falling of the insignificant sparrow that is sold so cheaply, how much more those who are God’s children. Even the hairs of our head are all numbered. 

b.
Now this is one of the privileges of adoption. Those who are God’s children are assured of God’s protection.

2.
But in addition to God’s protection is also God’s provision.


a.
This is true of our temporal needs - Mat 6:25-26 (READ).

· Here Jesus is NOT saying that we Christians are not to work to provide for our daily needs. For we are not birds but creatures created as God’s image and likeness. Moreover, the Bible elsewhere commands us to work to provide for our own needs (1Thess 4:11-12).

· Furthermore, this Spirit of adoption is what enables us to feel a filial affection for God But the point Jesus is making is that if God graciously provides for the birds that cannot even sow or reap and gather into barns, how much for those us who are His children? Thus carnal anxiety about our temporal needs is completely out of place. Let just labor to provide for our needs in the confidence that God has promise to provide all our needs. 
b.
Now, this is not true just of our temporal needs but also our spiritual needs – Lk 11:11-13 (READ). 
· The fact that we Christians have received the Holy Spirit does not mean that we do not need fresh supplies of the Holy Spirit. We continually need fresh supplies of the Holy Spirit – to be continually filled with the Holy Spirit.

· And here Jesus assures us on the basis of our relationship with God as our perfectly good Father than He will not deny our prayers for the Holy Spirit. 

C.
The Family Inheritance
1.
Gal 4:6-7 (READ). Just as a son is entitled to the family inheritance, so also all the children of God are entitled to an inheritance. – “as if a son, then an heir through God”.
2.
And isn’t this glorious? For if you an heir through the grace and mercy of God, then what does that mean? 1Cor 3:21-23 (READ).
D.
The Fatherly Discipline of God

1.
The key text is Heb 12:4-11 (READ).

2.
Some may regard God’s fatherly discipline more as a liability and not as a privilege. But clear from this passage is that it should be regarded as a privilege. And why?

a.
God’s discipline is an indication of His fatherly love and care – 12:6-8 (READ)
b.
God’s discipline is designed to make us share His holiness – 12:9-10-11 (READ).

3.
Therefore, how should we respond to God’s fatherly discipline?

a.
Don’t regard it lightly – 12:5 (READ).
b.
Don’t faint under it or lost heart because of it – 12:5 (READ).

c.
Don’t rebel but submit to it – 12:9 (READ).

E.
All these privileges are yours when you believe in Christ for salvation.
Trans:
Well, having considered the biblical concept and privileges of adoption, consider with me thirdly….

III.
THE DUTIES OF ADOPTION
· Along with the privileges of adoption, they are also duties founded on adoption. And what are they? The Biblical teaching can be summarized under 4 headings.
A.
The Duty of Imitation
1.
Mat 5:44-48 (READ).

a.
What we do to those who hate us should be patterned after how God’s deals with those who hate Him. If God is kind and gracious to those who hate Him and violate His laws, then we must also treat those who hate us and seek to do us harm. 
b.
And why? 5:48 (READ). That is the duty of imitation.
2.
Eph 3:32-4:2 (READ). 
B.
The Duty of Fear/Holy Reverence - 1Pet 1:17-19 (READ).

1.
And by “fear” here, Peter is not referring to a cringing fear that will make you want to run away and hide from God. But by “fear”, he is referring to a holy reverence for God that will make it your greatest delight to please Him and your greatest dread to displease Him. 
2.
And note that this fear or reverence is generated by the fact that God, your heavenly Father, is the impartial judge of all, who has nonetheless redeemed you with nothing less that the precious blood of His own dear Son – the Lord Jesus Christ. 
C.
The Duty of Obedience and Submission

1.
Just as it is the duty of a son to obey his parents, so it is our duty to obey and submit to God – our heavenly Father. Like Christ we must say, “Not my will but your will be done.”

2.
And this duty is heightened by the fact that, in salvation, we are God’s children by adoption.

D.
The Duty of Trust

1.
I have already alluded to this in dealing with God’s Fatherly protection and provision.

2.
Just as children are to trust their parents for their protection and provision, so also we who are His children are to trust in God’s fatherly protection and provision.

Conclusion
1.
If you truly believe in Christ for salvation, then you have been adopted into God’s family. And all the privileges, as well as duties of adoption, are yours. 
2.
But to those who do not really trust in Christ for salvation, then they are strangers of this glorious relationship with God.

Appendix: If any, what is the difference between the relationship of the Holy Spirit and believers before and after Pentecost? 
A. That there is a difference is clear in Scriptures - John 7:37-39; John 14-16 (although spoken particularly to the apostles of Christ who had a unique and foundational role in the church universal, and yet it has an abiding relevance to the church in any and every generation); Acts 1:1-5 (READ).
B.
This does not mean that believers before Pentecost were not regenerated by the Holy Spirit, or that they were not indwelt by the Holy Spirit, or that they did not receive the enabling of the Spirit to do a particular task. For before Pentecost, this was already a reality. 

1.
If believers before Pentecost were not regenerated by the Holy Spirit, then they could not have repented and believed in Christ. For the human heart by nature is the same before and after Pentecost.

2.
Moreover, the Scriptures clearly indicate that true believers were indwelt by the Holy Spirit long before Pentecost – Num 27:18; Ps 51:11 (READ).

3.
Furthermore, before Pentecost the Apostles were already able to perform miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit – Mt 10:5-8 (READ). The records show that these things the Apostles were able to perform even before Pentecost. 
C.
So where then does the difference lie?
1.
The difference lies in that after Christ’s exultation and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, believers are not merely indwelt by the Holy Spirit individually but also now corporately. 

2.
Thus believers after Pentecost, not merely individually but also now corporately, are the temple of God, the place of God’s habitation – 1Cor 6:19 (READ) cf 1Cor 3:16 (READ – “you” plural not singular) cf Eph 2:19-22 (READ). 
3.
This corporately indwelling of the Holy Spirit was not true under the OC. This only became a reality on the day of Pentecost.  

D.
So at Pentecost all those who believed received or were baptized with the Holy Spirit; and after Pentecost, those who believe immediately receives or is baptize with the Holy Spirit and is made part of Christ’s body.


1.
This is clear in the Scriptures.



a.
John 7:37-39 (READ) – “those who believe in Him were to receive” – this was a matter of certainty. All those who have believed in Christ before Pentecost will receive the Holy Spirit because the only reason why they have not received is because Christ has not been glorified. But when Christ is glorified, then all who believed in Christ were to receive the Holy Spirit. And indeed, that is what happened on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4).


b.
The same language of certainty is found in Acts 1:4-8 (READ). There was nothing the disciples were to do but wait for the promise will most surely come. And indeed that is what happened on the day of Pentecost.

c..
1Cor 12:12-14 (READ) – “we” includes Paul and believers in Corinth who believed in Christ only after Pentecost. The English translation “For by one Spirit we were all baptized” is misleading. But the proper translation should be “For with one Spirit we were all baptized”. For the preposition used here is “en”. And in every instance in the Bible that preposition used in connection with baptism does not refer to one who baptizes but to the element used in the baptism. The preposition used here is the same as in Mt 3:11, Mr 1:8; Lk 3:16, Jn 1:33; Acts 1:5; Acts 11:16; 1Cor 12:13. 
d.
Peter says something that is essentially the same – Acts 2:37-39 (READ) –“baptism, which is the outward manifestation of the inward reality of faith in the Lord Jesus”
e.
Paul says the very same things – Eph 1:13-14; Gal 3:1-2; Gal 3:13-14 (READ).

2.
In the Bible, there are only two exceptions to this rule. But exceptions are exceptions, they are not the rule.

a.
One exception is the believers from Samaria. Acts 8:12, 14-17 (READ). 
· These Samaritans have already received the word preached by Philip and have even been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. So the question is: why did they not immediately receive the Holy Spirit?   
· The thing to note is that this is an exception to the rule – a departure from the norm. And the fact that the apostles in Jerusalem had to send a delegation in the persons of two fellow apostles to Samaria points us to the explanation of the departure of what is the norm. 

· John Stott: Acts: 157-158: “The most natural explanation for the delayed gift of the Holy Spirit is that this was the first occasion on which the gospel had been proclaimed not only outside Jerusalem but inside Samaria. This is clearly the importance of the occasion’s unfolding story, since the Samaritans where a kind of half-way house between Jews and Gentiles. Indeed, ‘the conversion of Samaria was like the fist fruits of the calling of the Gentiles’………. As we saw earlier, the Samaritan schism had lasted for centuries. But now the Samaritans were being evangelized, and were responding to the gospel. It was a moment of significant advance, which was also fraught with great peril. What would happen now? Would the long-standing rift be perpetuated? The gospel had been welcomed by the Samaritans, but would the Samaritans be welcomed by the Jews? Or would there be separate factions of Jewish Christians and Samaritan Christians in the church of Jesus Christ? The idea may seem unthinkable in theory, in practice it might well have happened. There was a real ‘danger…of tearing Christ apart, or at least of forming a new and separate church for themselves’……… Is it not reasonable to suggest (in view of this historical background) that, in order to avoid such a disaster, God deliberately withheld the Spirit from these Samaritan converts? The delay was only temporary, however, until the apostles had come down to investigate, had endorsed Philip’s bold policy of Samaritan evangelism, had prayed for the converts, and had laid hands on them as a ‘token of fellowship and solidarity’, and had thus given a public sign to the whole church, as well as to the Samaritan converts themselves, that they were bona fide Christians, to be incorporated into the redeemed community on precisely the same terms as Jewish converts. To quote Geoffrey Lampe again, ‘at this turning point in the mission something else was required in addition to the ordinary baptism of the converts. It had to be demonstrated to the Samaritans beyond a shadow of a doubt that they had really become members of the church, in fellowship with the original pillars….. An unprecedented situation demanded quite exceptional methods.”


b.
Another exception to the rule is Paul’s encounter of twelve disciples of John the Baptist in Ephesus - Acts 19:1-7 (READ).

· It is obvious from Paul’s question that there was something unusual about this situation – 19:2 (READ). Paul assumes that faith and the reception of the Holy Spirit goes hand in hand. But Paul noticed something unusual about these disciples.
· And it turns out that these disciples were yet disciples of John the Baptist and not of Jesus – and they still did not know that Messiah has already come and the Spirit has already been poured out on the day of Pentecost. 

· Therefore, they needed to understand the progress of redemptive history – that Messiah has come and what He has done and that the Spirit has been poured out. 

· Moreover, the activity of an apostle of Christ in laying hands on them to receive the Spirit powerfully indicated the sense of solidarity and dependence they had towards the apostles of Christ – upon whom the church universal has been founded (Eph 2:20). 
· However, this incident is an exception to the rule. And since there are now no more disciples who are in the same situation as these disciples in Ephesus and since there are now no more living apostles of Jesus, we have no reason to believe it will ever again happen.    

 3.
So the Pentecostal and charismatic teaching that the reception of the Holy Spirit is a second blessing that comes after conversion is not based of sound biblical exegesis.  It has to do with a failure to understand the biblical-redemptive-historical significance of Pentecost. And this false teaching has serious repercussions. 


a.
Instead of the baptism with the Spirit uniting God’s people, the false teaching concerning it will divide God’s people. 1Cor 12:12-14 (READ). But some believers are said to have not been baptized with the Holy Spirit, and, therefore, they are not 

b.
Moreover, since believers are encouraged to seek for a second blessing that does not exist, it dangerously exposes them to false spiritualism and even occultism. And this is what is happening in so many charismatic and Pentecostal churches. But what we really need is not a second blessing, but continued fresh supplies and greater measure of the Holy Spirit that we already have. 
